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General Information
on

Planting & Care
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Site Trees Properly

• Consider relationship to house
• Plant at least a distance of ½ 

of mature canopy width from 
home
• Plant large trees 35 feet apart
• Plant small trees 20 feet apart
• Avoid overhead utilities
• Avoid underground utilities
• Allow room for root expansion

TreesAreGood.org
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Follow principles of Right Plant, Right Place

• Consider:
• Sun exposure
• Moisture levels
• Soil type
• Soil pH
• Exposure to wind
• Exposure to salt
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Avoid competition with lawn

• Different pH requirements
• Different bacterial and 

fungal associations
• Problems with fertilizers 

and herbicide applications
• Different watering needs
• Damage from weed 

whackers
• Compaction of soil from 

mowing

Grasses: 6-7 pH

Trees: < 7 pH
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Mulch Trees Properly
• Benefits

• Reduces soil moisture loss
• Insulates soil, protecting roots
• Improves soil structure, drainage, fertility
• Reduces likelihood of damage

• Types of mulch
• Leaves, shredded bark, wood chips, pine needles
• Avoid landscape cloth and newspaper

• Technique:
• Mulch 6 inches away from trunk flare
• Mulch to drip line
• Mulch shallowly and evenly, 2 to 3 inches deep

MULCH VOLCANO

Use plants as
“green mulch”
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Water Trees Sufficiently
• Use irrigation bags for new trees
• Provide 15-20 gallons per week 

from May to October for 3 years
• Water infrequently but deeply, 

½ inch of water per session
• Avoid sprinklers to prevent 

disease & burning of wet foliage
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Continue Care of Trees

• Retain fallen leaves
• Recycling of nutrients
• Natural mulch
• Builds soil
• Overwintering insects

• Prevent smothering
• Strangles trees
• Blocks photosynthesis
• May break branches
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Resources
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Information on Additional Native Trees

Shagbark Hickory

Black Cherry Black Willow

Sweet Crabapple

Eastern White Pine

Recording in
Master Gardener Virtual Classroom

under Public Education
at MGNV.ORG
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Information on Additional Native Trees

Sweet Birch

Arborvitae

Tulip Poplar

Red Buckeye

Sourwood

Fact Sheets for
Tried & True Native Plants

at MGNV.ORG
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Further Information on Native Trees

Recording in
Master Gardener Virtual Classroom

under Public Education
at MGNV.ORG
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Further Information on Native Trees

plantnovatrees.org
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Further General Information on Trees

treestewards.org info@treestewards.org
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Further General Information on Trees

treesaregood.org
International Society of Arboriculture (ISA)

Planting 
Trees
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Obtaining Native Trees

 
Small Trees Make Big Canopies 

 

Eastern Redbud 
(Cercis canadensis) 

 

 
 

 

 
x I am a beautiful native small tree 

reaching 15 ʹ 30 feet tall. 
x I have pink to purple flowers that grow 

in clusters on my branches in spring 
before my heart shaped leaves emerge. 

x I grow fine in clay soils. 
x I enjoy both shady and sunny spots. 
x I attract butterflies, birds, and 

mammals to your garden. 

Sources:  https://mgnv.org/plants/ and https://dendro.cnre.vt.edu/dendrology/factsheets.cfm 
 

How to plant me 

 

How to care for me 
x Plant me right away, and be sure my 

roots stay moist and cool until planted. 
x Dig a hole slightly deeper and wider 

than my roots. 
x  Make sure my main root is straight 

down, the top of my roots is even with 
the soil surface, and no roots are 
curled or bent.  

x Gently pack soil around me with your 
foot. 

x Mark me with a flag and/or stake. 
x Water my roots thoroughly (there is no 

magic amount, but the top 6 inches of 
soil should feel moist). 

x Add 2 inches of mulch, but not piled 
around my trunk!  �ŽŶ͛ƚ�ŵĂŬĞ�a 
volcano out of the mulch! 

 
x Keep me marked with a flag or 

stake and mow carefully near 
me! 

x If needed, protect me from 
pests like deer and rabbits.  Add 
a wire, clear plastic, or other 
type of tube for protection. 

x Do not fertilize me! 
x Give me one inch of water 

every week! 
x I will need more water if we 

have a hot or dry spell. 
 
 

Source:  https://www.sites.ext.vt.edu/resources/4h/4hpubs/pdfs/390-070.pdf 

 

 

  

Under Programs @ MGNV.ORG
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Obtaining Native Trees

ecoactionarlington.org plantnovanatives.org

91


