
Zinnia elegans (zinnia), like other flowers in the 
Asteraceae (aster family), has a composite flower. 
What appears to be a solitary flower is actually an 
inflorescence called a capitulum with a flattened 
disc bearing numerous tubular flowers or 
florets with five short lobes crowded in a single 
receptacle surrounded by an outer ring of ray 
florets. 
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