Betula lenta

Sweet or Black or Cherry BLlrech

Sweet Birch shows off in fall with its golden-yellow color—among the best
of the birches—and in winter with the sheen of its young bark. Its fragrant
foliage and twigs were historically a source of wintergreen flavoring. It
finds a home* on the cool north and east slopes of mountain woods.

Tree

Height: 4075 feet

Spread: 35-50 feet

Bloom Color: Yellow green

Characteristics

Medium-sized deciduous tree with rounded
crown of spreading branches

Alternate, ovate, sharply-serrated, green leaves

Male flowers: 2-3 inch long catkins, in groups of 4

Female flowers: ¥2—1 inch upright catkins; fruit:
cone-like cluster of samaras with two lateral wings

Excellent fall color of golden yellow

Young reddish-brown bark with distinct horizontal
lenticels ages from gray to black with scaly plates
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Trees (Bare and Leafing Out), Bark, Leaves

Tolerates dry sites (but prefers moist ones),
rocky soils, heavy soils; intolerant of shade; may
be stressed by excessive heat and humidity;
resistant to bronze birch borer; susceptible to
nectria canker; deer rarely damage

Like sugar maples, trees can be tapped for the
sap, which is fermented into birch beer

Attracts a variety of songbirds and small mammals;
larval host for ~321 |lepidopterans, incl. Mourning
Cloak, Red-spotted Purple, various Sphinx moths

High wildlife value Excellent Replacement for

Soil Requirements: Rich, acidic soil

Betula pendula - European White Birch

Light Requirements: Sun, Partial Shade

Water Requirements: Dry, Moist

Prune in summer after sap stops flowing

Use as a shade tree for large sites

Hardiness: USDA Zones 3a-8b

*It is not reported in DC. It is common in DE. It is scattered in
MD and present throughout PA. In VA, it is common in the
mountains, infrequent in the Piedmont, and rare in the Coastal
Plain. It is native to NoVA.

developed by Master Gardeners of Northern Virginia, serving Arlington and Alexandria

Images by Mary Free, Connecticut College Arboretum and by Robert M. Kline and Elaine Mills (leaves), Longwood Gardens

Virginia
Cooperative

‘ Extension

Virginia Tech + Virginia State Universitly

and is an equal opportunity employer.
please visit ext.vt.edu/accessibility.

Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State
University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), and local governments,

For the full non-discrimination statement,


https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/deciduous/
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/glossary-phyllotaxis/
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/elliptic-ellipsoid-oval-ovate-obovate-ovoid-obovoid/
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/ament-catkin/
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/glossary-samara/
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/bark-periderm-phelloderm-phloem/
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/glossary-lenticel/
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/clay-humus-loam-mulch-sand-silt-soil/
https://mgnv.org/plants/native-plants/howtouse/#deer
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/larva/
https://mgnv.org/pollinators-and-more/lepidoptera/
https://mgnv.org/plants/native-plants/howtouse/#soil
https://mgnv.org/plants/native-plants/howtouse/#light
https://mgnv.org/plants/native-plants/howtouse/#water
https://mgnv.org/plants/glossary/native-non-native-alien-invasive/
https://mgnv.org/plants/native-plants/howtouse/#hardiness
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fext.vt.edu%2Faccessibility&data=05%7C02%7Cedo%40vt.edu%7C2585ef2f88964a6891b008ddacd5c21f%7C6095688410ad40fa863d4f32c1e3a37a%7C0%7C0%7C638856756344385879%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RpBNwqD76hMkMsluCvQyKXfUBE1uvT0mzPBg%2BD%2B%2B4%2FE%3D&reserved=0

